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Attention SLPS! Did you know that honorees for the Spirit of Excellence Award come directly from Spotlight News? Did you know that ideas for district press releases, media advisories, and web postings come from Spotlight News as well? Did you know that Spotlight News is shared with more than 4,500 recipients on a weekly basis?  
The Office of Public Information wants to publicize your school, but is only able to do so with your help. Please send information to Julie Linder by emailing Julie.Linder@slps.org.  All information submitted about the success of students, staff, programs, etc. will be included in Spotlight News unless previously published. 
Headline News

· The Republic - Early retirement offer popular among aging teachers ...
· St. Louis teachers flocking to retirement offer
· 
City circuit court, high school team to give students inside ... 

· Rams Lineman Delivers Message to Teens
· Urban League steers youth away from gangs
· Juanita Doggett brought worlds together for city kids
· St. Louis Public Schools plan $58 million in cuts
· Retirement from city schools is an early hit
· Athletic fields and gear for St. Louis Schools 
SLPS News

	
	


· Beaumont Earth Day
· Dunbar Chess- Nationals
· Macy's Street Law 2010
· McKinley Stock Market Game
· Kennard DNA Day
Big Picture Middle School Student Recognized by Mayor and Police Chief

On Tuesday, April 13, 2010, Big Picture Academy middle school students attended the 6th District Police Awards Luncheon where Alexus Moore, 7th grade student, received special recognition from St. Louis City Mayor Francis Slay and St. Louis Police Chief Daniel Isom.  Moore also presented her autobiography and original poetry. This bold courageous student exemplifies the Big Picture's Mission in transforming "One Student at a Time".

Beaumont High School Students of Achievement 

The following students deserve recognition for their outstanding achievements:

· Shanique Buford, senior, who became the second student at Beaumont to sign a Division I basketball scholarship.  Buford will continue academic and athletic endeavors at Southern Illinois Edwardsville.   In addition, Buford was recently inducted into the prestigious National Honor Society program.  She truly exemplifies student-athlete with a 3.5 GPA. 
· Tiffany Cannon, sophomore, won the Triple Crown in the Webster Groves Invitational by dominating the 100, 200, and 400 meter races.  She may have set the school record in the 200 meter dash by finishing with a (23.03) time.  Cannon is positioning herself as a student leader and as a true student-athlete with a 2.54 GPA. 
Carr Lane VPA Spirit Squad Performs Proudly at the "Annual Making the Planet Rock Drill & Drum Competition 2010"
Recently held in Kansas City, the Carr Lane VPA Spirit Squad was awarded 1st place for their excellent performance in the Exhibition Division of the "Annual Making the Planet Rock Drill & Drum Competition 2010".  Additionally, the Spirit Squad has been selected to entertain for the Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri Volunteer Celebration at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Clayton on Saturday, April 24, 2010.  

Gateway’s FIRST Robotics Team Returns from a Strong Performance at the World Championship

Gateway’s FIRST Robotics Team 931, graciously supported by Emerson, Ranken Tech, Boeing, Gear Up, AT&T, WaterJet Tech, Continental Fabricators, Copper Bend Pharmacy, GKN Aerospace, CRS, Tech Manufacturing, Nestle Purina, Pandjiris Inc, Suburban Industrial Packaging, Bates Sales, Hartwig Machine Tools, Fastenal, Metro, Central, Gateway Tech, and St. Louis Public Schools recently competed in the World Championships in Atlanta, Georgia.  Overall the team finished 34th out of 86 teams in the Curie Division with 185 seeding points and a record of 5 wins and 4 losses.  Congratulations and thanks to all for making the 2010 FIRST Robotics season a fun and successful experience! 
Wilkinson Student Serves as Principal for the Day

Veronica McKelvie, a student at Wilkinson Early Childhood Center, was Principal for the Day, a privilege her mother won for her at the 3rd annual Wilkinson Trivia Night.  Principal Veronica spent the day assisting Mrs. Krekeler in her duties - greeting students and teachers, making the morning announcement, sending out important information, observing teachers, and much more.  According to the school, Veronica no doubt has leadership in her future!

A Soaring Eagle Shout-Out to Mr. Mehringer
Mr. Mehringer, from Central VPA, was recognized on Friday, April 16th, for his volunteer work at Room at the Inn, a temporary shelter program.  He and his family have been helping out for 15 years by providing transportation, meals, and a place to stay for homeless women and children. 
TLF at Soldan Recognized by Governor Nixon

Dr. Suzanne Hinrichs, Soldan's Teaching Learning Facilitator, has been recognized by Governor Jay Nixon for her spirit of volunteerism and her contributions to the Soldan community. Dr. Hinrichs is the president of the Tigers Booster Club and has managed to involve parents, faculty and other stake holders to help with different tasks at Soldan, especially with athletic activities. Dr. Hinrichs also runs the concession stand every Saturday during the football season and has been able to reach many people, spreading Tigers pride. The Governor, in his letter to Dr. Hinrichs, congratulates her for her achievements and enthusiasm in educating Missouri's youngsters.

Maureen Sullivan Recognized by Riverfront Times

Maureen Sullivan, Adult ESOL teacher, has been recognized by the Riverfront Times as the Best Female Vocalist for 2009. Congratulations!

Help Support PFH 

Many students in the St. Louis Public Schools District receive individual services from Preferred Family Healthcare’s various programs. Because of this, the district is rallying to support Preferred Family Healthcare’s creative arts program, A.R.T.C.

A.R.T.C. is in the running for a $50,000 Pepsi Refresh Grant to develop a cool photography and video curriculum for all kids working with PFH.  The grant is awarded to the organization with the most online votes, so we are asking you to vote everyday through April 30th and also send out to everyone you know to ask for help.  The A.R.T.C. program has been slowly creeping up in the rankings, but it could use more votes.  Here’s how you can help if you have a moment every day:

1)      Click this link to view our project http://www.refresheverything.com/artcphotovideo
2)      Click “vote for this idea”

3)      Either register with a Pepsi account or click the link to vote on Facebook

4)      Click “vote for this idea” again

5)      Vote by clicking the above link every day through April 30, 2010

6)      Send out to EVERYONE you know and ask for their help and votes

Upcoming Events
Cleveland’s Annual Pass & Review Ceremony

Cleveland will have its annual Pass-In-Review Ceremony on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, at approximately 12:40PM, on the Field of Gateway Middle School, 1200 N. Jefferson. 
Gateway Idol Round 5

There are 15 contestants remaining! Gateway Elementary and Middle Schools are once again competing in the coveted Gateway Idol Competition. The next round will be held April 29th!

Law Day 2010

The Saint Louis University Law School Student Bar Association and Optimist International are co-sponsoring a Law Day 2010 event for local middle and high school students on Thursday, April 29, 2010, from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in SLU's William H. Kniep Courtroom. Local middle and high school students are invited to learn about and appreciate the emerging challenges and enduring traditions of law in the 21st century, watch a mock trial, and hear from real attorneys, judges, and law students. This event is free, and dinner and prizes will be provided.  For more information, please contact Christopher Wintrode: cwintrod@slu.edu or 314-827-5095

Clyde C. Miller Kicks Off Spring Plant Sales

On April 30th & May 7th, the greenhouse at Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, 1000 N. Grand, will be open from 2:00-4:00pm to sell a variety of indoor and outdoor plants. All proceeds are used to benefit the Miller Career Academy FFA Chapter. 
Monroe to Host Productive Parenting Workshop

On April 30, 2010, 1:30p.m., Monroe eMINTS Academy, 3641 Missouri Ave., will be hosting a Productive Parenting Workshop facilitated by Mrs. Monica Taliaferro. All parents are invited to attend. In addition, Mrs. Maureen Nolan, District Volunteer Services Specialist, will be making a presentation about FACTS, and 3rd grade teacher, Ms. Lockes, will be talking about Parents and Homework. Highlights include: Stresses of Parenthood, Knowing the Signs of Trouble, Getting Involved at School, and Building my Child's Self-Esteem. For more information please contact the school at 776-7315. 

Roosevelt High School to Host 4th Annual Day of Love

Date: Friday, May 14th

Time: 10:00am-2:00pm

Come celebrate Roosevelt student accomplishments with fellowship, fun and food. Show Roosevelt Family Pride by wearing the school colors of red and white.   

Save the Date! The 3rd Annual McKinley C.J.A. 8th Grade Science Award Night

When:  Friday, May 14, 2010
Where:  Washington University Farrell Center on Euclid at Barnes Jewish Plaza

Time:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Invited guests: All 8th grade students & two guests

Ready Readers to Host “St. Louis Reads Day” at Stix Elementary 

On May 14, Ready Readers will discuss with preschool children the importance of reading and distribute a copy of Curious George Visits the Library to every child attending the 43 Early Childhood Education Programs in the St. Louis Public Schools.

At 9:30 am, "St. Louis Reads" day will begin with Curious George, the Man with the Yellow Hat and volunteers arriving at the first preschool, Stix Early Childhood Center, 647 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.  They will be driving a truck filled with 1500 copies of Curious George Visits the Library to be read by a Ready Reader. Inside each copy distributed to students will be a bookmark describing the St. Louis Public Library summer reading programs. 
“Curious George” and “the Man with the Yellow Hat” will visit each classroom and distribute a book to each child.  After the opening event, volunteers will distribute the remaining books to the children in the other 42 preschools.
Sumner Welcomes Coach Robert "Bobby" Williams as Graduation Speaker

Date: May 29th, 2010

Time: 6:00p.m.

Sumner High School proudly welcomes Robert “Bobby” Williams, Sumner Alumni-Class of 1977. Coach Williams earned notoriety as the first black football head coach at Michigan State University and the only second black football head coach in the history of the Big Ten football conference. After stints as an assistant coach with the Detroit Lions and Miami Dolphins, he currently serves on the coach staff as an assistant coach for the 2009 NCAA Division I-A National Champion, Alabama Crimson Tide.

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Scholarship Opportunity-NSBE

The National Society of Black Engineers – Alumni Extension St. Louis Gateway Chapter is looking for promising high school students to award scholarships.

CRITERIA:


· Resident of the St Louis Metro Area

· Graduating High School Senior, College Freshman, College Sophomore

· Students seeking majors in science, technology, engineering or mathematics.

· Submit a completed scholarship application along with the following:

· Official Transcript from previous semester 

· Two (2) letters of recommendation (1 from an educator, 1 from the community.

· Color Photo, minimum size 4” x 6” (Will be used for PR and will not be returned)

Essay based on NSBE’S theme “Engineering a Global Impact” answering the question “How can young engineers contribute towards a global impact? (Must be typed, no more than 1000 words, and doubled spaced).  

AWARD: $1000 minimum scholarship (Recipients must attend the Scholarship Banquet or forfeit award)

DEADLINE: Postmarked on or before May 14, 2010. 

For more information, please contact: Paul Anderson – Chapter President – scholarship@nsbe-stl.org
Teaching Applications Available for Summer School 

The 2010 Summer School Application is posted to the District’s intranet.  You must submit an application by Monday, April 26, 2010

In support of one of our own

Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi, Director of Athletics and Activities, Soldan International Studies High School, is battling leukemia, and in need of a bone marrow transplant.  Anyone interested in being a possible donor is encouraged to sign up online by registering with the "Be the Match" registry at www.bethematch.org.  Interested individuals should then click on the "Join Online" link, enter their personal information, and enter the Promo Code "Eagle Scout."  Additional information can be found at www.paci.org.  
SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
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